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NORTHMINSTER NEWS 

Upcoming Events 
Fall 2011 

 
Thanksgiving Sunday 
October 9th 
 
 
Turkey Dinner 
October 15th 
 
 
Community Halloween Party 
More information to follow 
 
 
Craft Fair 
November 19th 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 
   
Zoo Lights 
More information to follow 
  

Communion Dates 
 

World Wide Communion 
October 2nd 

 
First Sunday of Advent 

November 27th 
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Message From Rev. Nancy 
 

Pay close attention now. 
I am creating new heavens and a new earth. 

All the earlier troubles, chaos, and pain 
Are things of the past, to be forgotten. 

Look ahead with joy. 
Anticipate what I am creating. 

…Isaiah 65:17-18 
 
 
I’m not sure why I notice them – perhaps because my Dad has always been an 
electronics “geek” and a ham radio operator – but I often notice the antennas and 
aerials on buildings and homes. Most are fairly simple, pointing one direction. 
Other times, they are clustered together in groups, and point in many directions. 
Those ones make me think a bit.  Are those homes tuning in to two different 
transmitters? Into many directions? 
 
Both within and through the Bible God's pilgrim people are encouraged to do 
something similar. Tuning in to their collective experience of God's creative 
presence throughout their history they also tune in to the power and purpose of the 
Holy Spirit to anticipate what God is going to do in the future. This dual direction 
sense of godly transmission enables them to picture the present in radically 
missional terms. 
 
So when God calls them to tune in to what promises to be an outrageously 
ambitious program of restoration and reconstruction, the language used 
deliberately pictures nothing less than a re-visioning of the universe itself. What 
this framing of the present in terms of the past does is remind us in no uncertain 
terms of the awesome and wonderful nature of the God we are dealing with. And 
if at the same time God chooses to transmit a joyful vision of what God desires to 
come into being in the future, God necessarily transforms the way we picture the 
present. It becomes full of presence, anticipation and challenge. 
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What do you believe God is envisioning and dreaming of for Northminster?  
Thinking in different directions, how do our collective stories and memories of a 
rich history help us be joyful and thankful for the present? And if we live in this 
gratitude, how will we move together into a hopeful future of restoration so that 
more people can be blessed with a deepening of faith and expressions of the Spirit 
in this 21st century context?  After Thanksgiving and into November I will be of-
fering a sermon series based on five principles that will help move us toward en-
visioning the future. Based on the book “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations” 
– namely radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, 
risk-taking mission and service, and extravagant generosity – we will approach 
these values each week in worship. 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Nancy Nourse 
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Message From The Chair 
 
 
 
Greetings as we start our new church year along with the change of colors as we 
enter into Fall. I hope everyone enjoyed the summer and had a chance to visit, travel 
and otherwise relax. 
 
As you are all aware, we welcomed our new Minister, Rev. 
Nancy  Nourse and her family this summer. We are truly 
blessed to have her become a part of our Northminster 
community. As well we welcomed Sarah Smith as our new 
organist and we will soon have a new choir director at the 
helm. 
 
As you read this we may have already had our Community BBQ, Sept. 24th to 
introduce ourselves and welcome neighbours that surround our church. Our fall 
season at Northminster is always a busy one, so as always, wherever help or 
volunteers are needed for various functions or activities that are planned, I know you 
will step up to the plate. 
 
On that note, please begin to think about how you can help on the Unified Board by 
considering one of the many positions that will be available come early next year. 
We can always use extra hands on any committee. 
 
Blessings to all, 
Lori Arndt 
 

Baptism and Membership  
 
A Celebration of Belonging!  Baptism is a special ritual in the life of a congregation 
that helps parents give thanks to God for the birth of their infant or child, and it's 
their way of saying to God that they promise to raise their child in a Christian home. 
As a church family we promise to support and nurture that family as their journey 
and grow together. Baptism is also about belonging to God and to a congregation. So 
it is with membership for adults. It's about saying that you value belonging to a 
community of faith and that you want to participate in the journey of worship and 
ministry together.  If you are interested in baptism for your infant or child, or in 
membership for yourself (whether you are a long-timer or newcomer to the church), 
please speak with Rev. Nancy to arrange a date. 
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Christian Development 
 

Christian Youth Development Classes begin on September 18th.  Registration forms 
will be available in the classrooms for parents to fill in after class (or older students 
can fill in their own registration  forms). 
 
Students attend church for the first part of the service, and then leave with the teachers 
for classes.  Classes are held in the basement of the church in the small 
gym.  Everyone from ages 3-Grade 12 are welcome to attend! 
  
The Nursery is available upstairs for children 2 and under (older children are welcome 
as well in the nursery if parents wish).   
 
Contact Julie Latter, 403-226-4920 or 403-828-0839 if any questions.    
 
Teachers for this year are:  Tracey Abbott, Lynn Westbroek, Rachel 
Myers-Jordan, Julie Latter. 
 
 

Youth Group 
 

If you are 12 to 18 years old, and looking for something to do almost 
every weekend during the school year; this is for you!  Our Group is 
a combination of youth from Wild Rose United Church, 
Northminster United Church and youth from our communities.  Our awesome leaders 
are Andrew Nicholson, and Rachel Myers-Jordan.  Our group does everything from 
games nights, laser tag, craft nights, music sessions, concerts, field trips and much 
much more! This year we have an online event calendar that is posted on the Church 
Website. It will be updated regularly with all of our up coming events.  Some of those 
important dates are:  Naked Faith Alternative Rock Service on October 1st @ St 
Andrews United Church from 6:30 to 9pm. Youth Survival Night on October 16th @ 
Northminster United Church from 7 to 9pm. A Halloween Dance on October 29 
@  Wild Rose United Church.  Pathways; Dinner, Contemporary Service, and Youth 
Games Night on every 3rd Friday of the month @ St Andrews United Church.  For 
more info phone Rachel 403-474-0304 or email her, terra_rising@hotmail.com 
 
To access the on line calendar, go to www.northminster.ca under Group Activities and 
click on the link. 
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Message From Administration 
 
 
 
Following are comments regarding items looked after by the Administration 
Committee of the Official Board of the church: 
 
 
FINANCES 
The finances of the church continue to be difficult!  The funding for Rev John 
Snyder has been completed as discussed in the last newsletter.  
To date the church continues to perform slightly better than 
break even to date.  Thanks to the funds received from the Jean 
Dagg Estate several items were still able to be funded.  These 
items include paying out the bank loan ($9,500.00); making 
certain charitable donations ($5,000.00); paving the parking lot 
($12,087.80); upgrading the sound system ($3,424.54) and 
buying some additional tables ($1,761.95).  Funds are still 
available in the Jean Dagg Estate for work the city wishes to 
undertake on the sidewalks around the church and for completion 
of the minister’s office.  Also the Estate includes funds for future 
improvements in the Legacy Fund and other capital 
improvements as deemed appropriate by the Board.  These latter funds were 
nominally reduced from original provisions to provide for the work the city will 
undertake on the sidewalks and to do some other necessary work. 
 
The budget for 2011 does show that the church needs at least $750 from each 
contributor. 
Have you met your obligation??  As discussed in the last newsletter there are many 
worthwhile charities asking for your support.  Please put Northminster at the top of 
your list.  You will receive tax deductible receipts for your donations.  This is a way 
that you might be able to lower your tax cost for the year. 
 
BUILDING 
The building continues to be maintained with help from certain members.  The 
Elevator Inspection was completed and approved and also the Fire Inspection was 
completed.  The lawn was kept in immaculate shape through the work of Green with 
Envy Lawn Maintenance (Byron Wickerson) and a contract has been entered into 
with Yard Worx for snow removal.  The fire exit system was upgraded to comply 
with requirements for the Daycare at a cost of $2,347.58.  It is hoped that some of 
this cost might be funded by the Daycare. 
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RENTAL 
A three year rental agreement was signed with the Chinese “Blessed Harvest Church” for 
$1.000.00 monthly.  This agreement must be approved by Presbytery as it is for three 
years. 
 
PARKING LOT 
As mentioned previously the north parking lot was repaved and properly contoured for 
drainage at a cost of  $12,087.80.  These funds were provided from the Jean Dagg Estate. 
 
INSURANCE 
The church property has been insured once again at a cost of over $10,000.00.  If you are 
able please make any additional contribution toward this expense.  Special contributions 
made through the Thanksgiving envelopes will once again be directed towards paying this 
necessary cost. 
 
VIDEO SYSTEM 

A system to provide a view of hymns etc is being investigated 
for the front of the church. 
At present the Administration Committee is still obtaining quotes 
and investigating alternatives.  The work will be preceded by 
repainting the front of the church.  Watch for developments. 
 
Clarence Glessing 
Chair, Administration Committee 

 
 
 
 
 

Good Bye 
 

A sad farewell to Fran and Milt Lyons, who Moved to Vernon BC on 
August 3rd.  They have been long time members of Northminster and 
the Northminster Church family will certainly miss them.  Fran was 
known for her happy friendly voice as a phoner for the Commune-I-
Care program.  We wish them much happiness and good health in 
their new home.  To contact Fran and Milt, please call the Northminster office for their 
new address.  
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Craft Fair 
Saturday November 19th 

9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 
 
 

We need your help!  Not sure what to bring? 
 
Here are some suggestions: 
 
· Preserves: jars of jam, relish, antipasto, salsa, pickles 

 
· Christmas items: santas, tree skirts, stockings, angels,  
snowmen 
 
· Knitting: mitts, toques, sweaters, afghans 
 

· Kitchen: hand towels, knitted dish clothes, casserole carriers, pot 
holders 

 
· Woodworking: cars, trucks, trains, planes, clocks, mirrors, 

ornaments, candle holders 
 
· Toys: dolls, stuffed toys, puzzles 

 
· Sewing: aprons, quilts, vests, bags, cushions, table 
runners, place mats, ove mitts 
 
 
 

 
· Baking: bread, buns, loafs, pies, cakes, squares 
 
· Christmas Cookies by the dozen: hundreds of Christmas cookies are 

needed (remember to bake with the Christmas theme in mind) 
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What is Christmas cookies by the dozen? 
 
Hundreds and hundreds of different types of Christmas cookies will 
be available. This is the only fair that you can purchase one of each 
kind or a dozen.  Where else can you visit with friends and do all of 
your Christmas baking at the same time?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Craft Fair Cafeteria 
 
Does shopping at the craft fair make you hungry?  Come to our café. 
 
We will have coffee and a muffin, hotdogs, chilli, homemade soup. 
Don’t forget a piece of our home made pie.  
 
We need help to make this year’s craft fair a huge success. Sign up 
sheets will be in the large gym closer to the fair. 
 
If we all do a little bit, we can make this church project a great 
success again! 
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For Your Bookshelf! 

 
 
The weather is starting to cool off and the evenings are getting longer. Now is the perfect time 
to add to your book collection with some great reads from the United Church of Canada’s 
bookstore. Take a look at the selections below, or go the website www.ucrdstore.ca for 
hundreds of other titles. To order these titles phone 1-800-288-7365. 
 
 

 
“Going Beyond Words: Ten Practices for Spiritual Unfolding”  

By Lois Huey-Heck.  
 
Using word, image, sound, and silence, the spiritual practices described in this book encourage 
and celebrate the ongoing process of spiritual transformation. $24.95. 
 
 
 

“Seeking Sabbath: A Personal Journey”  
By David Shepherd.  

 
Seeking Sabbath is one person's attempt to rediscover the Sabbath with reflecting on Sabbath 
traditions in both Jewish and Christian history and remembering Sundays from the author’s 
own childhood on the prairies.  $14.95. 
 
 
 

“Little Princes: One Man’s Promise to Bring Home the Lost Children of Nepal”  
By Conor Grennan.  

 
Grennan volunteered at an orphanage in war-torn Nepal, where he learned the children were not 
orphans at all but had been taken there by child traffickers. The next stage of his adventure 
began-reuniting the children with their families. $18.99. 
 
 

“Bumping into God: 35 Stories of Finding Grace in Unexpected Places”  
By Dominic Grassi.  

 
The presence of God can be seen and felt everywhere. A charming collection of 35 stories. Sale 
price: $9.75. 
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“The Christian World: A Global History”  
By Martin Marty.  

 
This renowned Christian historian delivers a brief yet sweeping account of Christianity and how 
it spread from a few believers two thousand years ago to become the world's largest religion. 
Hardcover sale price $13.99. 
 

 
“After the Beginning”  

By Carolyn Pogue.  
 
In this wise and enchanting tale, this well-known United Church and Calgary author connects 
the sacredness of the earth, the ecological crisis, and children's leadership in a way that will in-
spire children and adults alike. The vibrant illustrations complement the story. Hardcover 
$21.95. 
 
 

“Faithful Moments: Prayers, Graces, and Seasonal Celebrations for Families”  
By Jackie Harper.  

 
A collection to help nurture faith in the home. Includes ideas for celebrating the seasons of the 
church year. $8.95. 

 
 
 
 

Turkey Dinner October 15, 2011 
Sittings at 5 pm and 6:30 pm 

 
 

Ticket Prices: 
Adults $15    Senior 65+ $12 

Youth (13-17) $12   Children (4-12) $5 
Children 3 and under are free 

 
For tickets call the church office at 403.277.0322 or 
Jane Borbridge at 403.276.1384. 
 
Turkey Cookers Wanted! 
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HELP Needed! 
 

Ushers 
People to serve Communion 

Sound System help 
Update the Centre Street sign  
Take a turn at serving coffee  

Spares for tellers 
 
Please let the church office know if can spare an hour each month 

to help.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This newsletter is published by Northminster United Church 
 

Address:  3311 Centre Street North, Calgary, AB  T2E 2X7 
Phone:  403.277.0322 
Fax:  403.276.2914 

Email:  northminsterunitedchurch@telus.net 
Website:  www.northminster.ca 

 
 

 
 
 
Northminster News is published three times a year by the Unified Board and issues a one page 
newsletter outlining the Christmas services in November.  It is available at no charge from the 
church, by mail or by email or by accessing our website. 
 
If you have a submission that you would like to see in the newsletter, please send it to Leanne 
Demerais at ldemerais@diversebenefits.ca.  
 


